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Latin America Today: 
Standards
(*items with an asterisk next to them are items we are revisiting from previous tests)

SS6G1 The student will locate selected features of Latin America and the Caribbean.

a. Locate on a world and regional political-physical map: Amazon River, Caribbean Sea, Gulf of Mexico, Pacific Ocean, Panama Canal, Andes Mountains, Sierra Madre Mountains, and Atacama Desert.

b. Locate on a world and regional political-physical map the countries of Bolivia, Brazil, Colombia, Cuba, Haiti, Mexico, Panama, and Venezuela.

SS6G2 The student will discuss environmental issues in Latin America.

a. Explain the major environmental concerns of Latin America regarding the issues of air pollution in Mexico City, Mexico, the destruction of the rain forest in Brazil, and oil-related pollution in Venezuela.
*SS6G3 The student will explain the impact of location, climate, distribution of natural resources, and population distribution on Latin America and the Caribbean.

a. Compare how the location, climate, and natural resources of Mexico and Venezuela affect where people live and how they trade.

b. Compare how the location, climate, and natural resources of Brazil and Cuba affect where people live and how they trade.

SS6G4 The student will describe the cultural characteristics of people who live in Latin America and the Caribbean.

a. Describe the results of blending of ethnic groups in Latin America and the Caribbean.

b. Explain why Latin America is a region based on the languages of Portuguese and Spanish.

*c. Evaluate how the literacy rate affects the standard of living.

*SS6CG1 The student will compare and contrast various forms of government.

a. Describe the ways government systems distribute power: unitary, confederation, and federal.

b. Explain how governments determine citizen participation: autocratic, oligarchic, and democratic.

c. Describe the two predominate forms of democratic governments: parliamentary and presidential.

SS6CG2 The student will explain the structures of national governments in Latin America and the Caribbean.

a. Compare the federal-republican systems of the Federative Republic of Brazil (Brazil) and the United Mexican States (Mexico) to the dictatorship of the Republic of Cuba (Cuba), distinguishing the form of leadership and the role of the citizen in terms of voting and personal freedoms.

For Unit 5 study packet, attach:

· Latin America mapNotes from the movie “Latin America: The People”

· Your government graphic organizer from Unit 1

For the remaining standards, answer the following questions:

1. What is the literacy rate and how does it affect the standard of living in a country?

2. What are the main languages spoken in Latin America?  Also, why are these languages spoken in Latin America?
3. What economic benefits do countries with a lot of arable (farmable) land have?

4. Why would coastal areas in a country be more heavily populated than the mountainous regions (answer with a complete sentence)?

5. How might natural resources affect the population density of an area (answer with a complete sentence)?

6. How might climate affect the population density of an area (answer with a complete sentence)?

7. How might location affect the population density of an area (answer with a complete sentence)?

8. What (three) ethnic groups have blended to create the people of Latin America?  Also, how did they all get to Latin America and why were they there?

9. What are the three environmental issues we’ve discussed in Latin America? (name the issues and the countries they happen in)

10. Why does deforestation occur?  Also, how does it impact the environment?
11. How is oil pollution harmful to the environment?

12. Why is air pollution so bad in Mexico City?  

