SS6G8- The student will locate selected features of Europe-locate on a world and regional map: the Danube River, Rhine River, English Channel, Mediterranean Sea, European Plain, the Alps, Pyrenees, Ural Mountains, Iberian Peninsula and Scandinavean Peninsula.

SS6G10- The student will explain the impact of location, climate, natural resources, and population distribution on Europe-compare how location, climate and natural resources of the United Kingdom and Russia affect where people live and how they trade-compare how the location, climate, and natural resources of Germany and Italy affect where people live and trade

Physical Geography of Europe
Mountains-

· Alps

· Pyrenees

· Ural Mountains

Ural Mountains-

· The Ural Mountains divide the continent of Europe from the continent of Asia.

· The Alps stretch across much of the continent of Europe. The Alps are the largest mountains in Europe.

· The Pyrenees border the Iberian Peninsula. They are in France and Spain.

Rivers-

· Danube

· Rhine

· Volga

The Volga River flows 2,200 miles through western Russia and is the continent’s longest river.

The Rhine and the Danube Rivers are tow of the most important rivers in Europe. They are highly traveled.
The Continent of Peninsulas (Europe is a Peninsula with lots of Peninsulas)-

· Several large peninsulas are located in Europe. A peninsula is a piece of land surrounded by water on 3 sides

· Even the continent of Europe is surrounded by water on 3 sides. It is a giant peninsula.

Peninsulas of Europe-
· Scandinavian Peninsula

· Iberian Peninsula

· Balkan Peninsula

Black Forest-

· European folk or fairy tales often take place in a deep, dark forest. They were a major part of the European landscape centuries ago.

· Most famous collection of folk tales in our life was that of Brothers Grimm.

Fjords-

· Fjords are long, narrow deep inlets of the sea located between steep cliffs. They form U-shaped valleys.

· In Norway, glaciers carved out fjords. The Scandinavian Peninsula is home to jagged shoreline with beautiful fjords.

Resources of Europe-

· Abundant supply of coal and iron

· Oil and natural gas found beneath the North Sea floor

· Timber- Scandinavian Peninsula and Alps

· Peat- decayed plant matter found in bogs

· The Irish cut peat from large beds and burn it as fuel

· Russia and Ukraine have large deposits of iron ore.
Agriculture-

· Europe has rich soil and plentiful rainfall. The Great European Plain (Northern European Plain) stretches from the coast of France to the Ural Mountains in Russia. 

· A plain is a large flat area of land usually without many trees. The Northern European Plain is the location of some of the world’s richest farmland.

Farming-

· Europe’s land is suitable for farming. The land produces a variety of crops including- grains (rye and wheat), potatoes, grapes, sugar beets, olives

Climate of Europe-

· Westerly Winds and the Gulf Stream warm Europe. A marine west coast climate exists in much of Europe creating warm summers and cool winters. The region enjoys a milder climate than most in such northern latitude.
· North Atlantic Drift- a current of warm water from the tropics, flows near Europe’s west coast. The prevailing westerly’s (West to East) pick up warmth from the current and carry it over Europe.

· The Alps create a band of harsher conditions. Alps have colder climate. In the winter elevations over 5,000 feet can have snow 33 ft deep. Mt Blanc is tallest mountain in Europe.

· The Mediterranean beaches attract thousands of tourists making tourism a major industry in the region.

· The Scandinavian Peninsula and parts of Russia do receive cold winds from the Arctic Circle. These places have cold, snowy winters and mild to warm summers.
